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There's a whole new way to obtain your CLE certificate! It's 
fast, easy and best of all you can see the history of courses that 
you've attended! 
 
Within 10 days of the course you attended, your CLE 
Certificate will be ready to view or print. Follow the 
instructions below: 
 
1.     Go to SCBA.org 
2.     Member Log In (upper right corner) 
3.    If you do not know your username or password, click the area below and 
enter your email that is on file with SCBA. Follow the prompts to reset your 
username and password.  
4.    After you log in, hover over your name and you will see “Quick 
Links”. Below that you will see:  
a.    My SCBA  
b.    My CLE History  
c.     Update My Information  
d.    Update My Committees  
5.     Click on My CLE History, you will see the courses you have attended. Off 
to the right side you will see the Icon for certificates. You are now able to 
download the certificate, print it or save it. You may go to your history and 
review the courses you have taken in any given year!  
6.    CLE certificates will no longer be mailed or emailed. Certificates will be 
available within 10 days after the course.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle M. Tepper, DNP, MS, RN, AGNP-C, SANE-A, SANE-P 
 
 
Michelle M. Tepper is a Doctor of Nursing Practice and a Certified Adult-Gerontological Nurse 
Practitioner. She is an emergency room Nurse Practitioner who also holds a Master of Health 
Care Policy and Management and a Master of Science in Nursing. She is New York State 
Department of Health Certified Sexual Assault Forensic Examiner, and Nationally Certified as a 
SANE-A (Adult/Adolescent), SANE-P (Pediatrics), and Forensic Nurse Examiner. In 2018, she 
spearheaded, alongside the Suffolk County District Attorney's Office, the Suffolk County Police 
Department, the Suffolk County Medical Examiner, and Long Island Against Domestic 
Violence, the first county-wide forensic nurse program for evaluation of strangulations. In 
addition, she serves as a clinical resource, provides expert witness testimony, and educates and 
trains medical and legal personnel on the topics of forensic nursing, domestic violence, sexual 
assault, and strangulation.  
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shauna Kerr, Esq. – Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office 
 
Shauna started in the District Attorney's Office in August of 2003.  She 
was assigned to the Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Bureau in 
October of 2006 and remained there until October of 2019 when she was 
promoted to the Trial Supervisor of the Domestic Violence Unit.  
 
In January of 2022, she was promoted to Deputy Bureau Chief of the 
Suffolk County District Attorney's Office.  She conducted several trials 
including child abuse cases that resulted in life sentences and domestic 
violence trials that resulted in sentences of up to 48 years.    
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SIGNS Strangulationof

Visible evidence of injury; obervable to others as well as 
to the victim*

* The lack of visible signs does not eliminate the possibility 
of strangulation; invisible symptoms may also be present.



strangulationTrainingInstitute.com

SYMPTOMS Strangulationof

Injuries not visible to the naked eye; obervable only to the victim*

* Visible signs may also be present.



 Strangulation and Related Offenses 

•Office of the District Attorney of Suffolk County –
•Raymond A. Tierney

•Presented by Shauna Kerr

•Deputy Bureau Chief Domestic Violence Unit
•(2022) 

•Any copyrighted material used in the presentation that has not been specifically authorized by the copyright owner is used for non profit educational
purposes (and other related purposes) and constitutes a ‘fair use’ of the copyright material as provided for in the U.S. Copyright Law at Title 170.S.C.

•Section 107. 

•, 

•ARTICLE 121 N.Y.S. Penal Law 



 “The intentional obstruction of a person’s breathing or 
•circulation is among the most potentially lethal forms 
•of [domestic] abuse...these acts send a message to the 
•victim that the batterer holds the power to take the 
•victim’s life, with little effort, in a short period of time, 
•and in a manner that may leave little evidence of an 
•altercation....The suffering endured by these victims 
•often includes torment caused by the blocking of blood 
•flow and/or near asphyxiation; it is not necessarily 
•limited to “pain” alone” 

 Statute became law November 11, 2010 

•A Little History 



•*2008 Study – Glass et al 
 Prior nonfatal strangulation was associated with 

•greater than 6 fold odds of becoming an 
•attempted homicide and a greater than 7-fold 
•odds of being a successfully completed 
homicide 

•* Study – Strack – 2001 
 - In 50% of strangulation cases there were no 

•externally visible injuries 

 In 35% of the cases injuries were too minor or 
•subtle to photograph 

•STATISTICS 



•PL 121.11 Criminal Obstruction of Breathing or Blood 
•Circulation 

 A person is guilty of criminal obstruction of 
•breathing or blood circulation when, with 
intent 
•to impede the normal breathing or circulation 
of 
•the blood of another person, he or she: 

a.Applies pressure on the throat or neck of such 
•person; or 

a.Blocks the nose or mouth of such person. 

•Criminal obstruction of breathing or blood 
•circulation is a Class “A” misdemeanor 



•PL 121.12 Strangulation in the second degree 

 A person is guilty of strangulation in the second 
•degree when he or she commits the crime of 
•criminal obstruction of breathing or blood 
•circulation, as defined in Section 121.11 of this 
•article, and thereby causes stupor, loss of 
•consciousness for any period of time, or any other 
•physical injury or impairment. 

 Strangulation in the second degree is a class “D” 
•felony 



•PL 121.13 Strangulation in the first degree 

 A person is guilty of strangulation in the first 
•degree when he or she commits the crime of 
•criminal obstruction of breathing or blood 
•circulation, as defined in section 121.11 of this 
•article, and thereby causes serious physical 
•injury to such other person. 

•Strangulation in the first degree is a class “C” 
•felony 
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•Today’s Harassment may be 
•Tomorrow’s Homicide 



SCBA Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee 

The SCBA Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee provides free and 
confidential assistance to those in the legal community who are concerned 
about their alcohol or drug use and/or mental health or wellbeing or that of a 
colleague or family member.   

Assistance is available to the legal community including attorneys, members 
of the judiciary, law students, and family members dealing with alcohol or 
substance abuse disorder, other addictive disorders, anxiety, depression, 
vicarious trauma, age related cognitive decline and other mental health 
concerns that affect one's well-being and professional conduct. 

Please call the  
Lawyers Helping Lawyers Helpline at (631) 697-2499  

to speak with an attorney who will provide support and recommend 
resources.  All calls are private and confidentiality is protected under 

Judiciary Law Section 499. (Lawyer Assistance Committee) 

Feel Free to Join Us at Our Weekly Recovery Meeting 
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