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There's a whole new way to obtain your CLE certificate! It's 
fast, easy and best of all you can see the history of courses that 
you've attended! 
 
Within 10 days of the course you attended, your CLE 
Certificate will be ready to view or print. Follow the 
instructions below: 
 
1.     Go to SCBA.org 
2.     Member Log In (upper right corner) 
3.    If you do not know your username or password, click the area below and 
enter your email that is on file with SCBA. Follow the prompts to reset your 
username and password.  
4.    After you log in, hover over your name and you will see “Quick 
Links”. Below that you will see:  
a.    My SCBA  
b.    My CLE History  
c.     Update My Information  
d.    Update My Committees  
5.     Click on My CLE History, you will see the courses you have attended. Off 
to the right side you will see the Icon for certificates. You are now able to 
download the certificate, print it or save it. You may go to your history and 
review the courses you have taken in any given year!  
6.    CLE certificates will no longer be mailed or emailed. Certificates will be 
available within 10 days after the course.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chad Lennon Esq. – Tully Rinckey, PLLC 
 
 
Chad Lennon, Esq. is an Associate Attorney at Tully Rinckey, PLLC.  He works 
in the Military Law, National Security Law, and Federal Employment Law 
Practice Groups.  Mr. Lennon is currently a Major in the Marine Corps reserves 
and co-chair of the Committee on Military and Veteran Affairs with the Suffolk 
County Bar Association and Officer with the Academy of Law.   
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Overview 
Recent Changes in Veterans Law
 Initial Claims
Process of Claim
Appeals
Examples
Reservists
Questions



Disability
• Reviewing Today

Education Benefits
• Post 9/11, Voc Rehab

Home Loan
Allowances

• Aid and Attendance, Housebound
Death Benefits

• Connected/Non-connected, Presidential Certificate, 
Cemeteries (Calverton)

State Benefits
• Property Tax, Retirement, etc.



Family Caregiver Program
VA Comments 

• Mental Health, Sleep apnea, Tinnitus
Burn Pit Presumptive Conditions

• Asthma, Rhinitis, Sinusitis
• Proposed – larynx, trachea, etc. cancers



Attorney/VSO
• VA Accredited 
• Knows what they are doing
• VA 21-22a
• Take the burden off yourself!

 Intent to File
Disabilities are legislated
Ratings/symptoms are legislated
VA Duty to assist

• Good luck 



File Claim
• Medical Records
 Service, VA, private provider

• Statements
 Personal, witness, doctor’s, providers

• Awards
 Purple Heart, CAR/CAB, commendations

Dependents
• Spouse, children, parents
• VA 21-686c



C&P exams
• VES/LHI
• 3d Party
• When you are limited vs. as far as you can go
• DBQs

Paperwork 
• VA losses paperwork
• VA does not always review and contact you



What to claim and how many claims.
• Everything you rate
• 4 claims vs. everything



Who is reviewing my claim?
• Claims Examiner.
• Do not assume anything.



Modernization of Appeals
• Supplemental Claim
• Higher-Level Review
• Board of Veterans Appeal (BVA)
• Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (CAVC)
• Federal Circuit
• Supreme Court



VA Form 20-0995
Add more evidence
Statements
Medical Records
Timeline

• 3-6 months



VA Form 20-0996
More experienced examiner
No new evidence, generally
No hearing
Timeline

• 6 months



VA Form 10182
Petition

• Barney Style
Evidence
Hearing with BVA “Judge”
Ruling after the fact
Timeline

• 6-9 months



Petition
Hearing in front of panel of Judges
Federal Court
VA argues
“Highest” VA Court
Timeline

• Years



Same style as CAVC
Rare
Timeline

• More years



Extremely Rare!
Same style as previous
Timeline

• Year or not at all. No guarantee



Direct vs. Presumptive conditions
More common claims

• PTSD, TBI, tinnitus, sleep apnea, back conditions, 
pain

VA Decision Letters
• Common sense does not apply

You know your case.
TDIU vs. Total and Permanent
Scenario



VA Pay and Military Pay
• Cannot collect both

DES as a reservist
• VA and DOD do talk to each other. 

DES comes into play?



clennon@fedattorney.com
917-620-9327



SCBA Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee 

The SCBA Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee provides free and 
confidential assistance to those in the legal community who are concerned 
about their alcohol or drug use and/or mental health or wellbeing or that of a 
colleague or family member.   

Assistance is available to the legal community including attorneys, members 
of the judiciary, law students, and family members dealing with alcohol or 
substance abuse disorder, other addictive disorders, anxiety, depression, 
vicarious trauma, age related cognitive decline and other mental health 
concerns that affect one's well-being and professional conduct. 

Please call the  
Lawyers Helping Lawyers Helpline at (631) 697-2499  

to speak with an attorney who will provide support and recommend 
resources.  All calls are private and confidentiality is protected under 

Judiciary Law Section 499. (Lawyer Assistance Committee) 

Feel Free to Join Us at Our Weekly Recovery Meeting 
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